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(Left) Foundation Vice President and former F-106 pilot Maj. Randy Getz and Kris Northcut Forestry Operations Supervisor from Merrill and Ring Timberlands lift the vertical
stabilizer from the crashed F-106. The squadrons signature “compass rose” markings are still present after more than 50 years of exposure. (Right) Foundation Member Ernie
White kneels by the lower portion of the aircraft’s the main landing gear strut shortly after being removed from its final resting place in the Olympic Peninsula,

MUSEUM BRINGS CRASHED F-106 “HOME"

By Ernie White, MeChord Air Museum Rip Chord Editor

Fifty-two years after blasting off of the McChord AFB runway
on a routine training mission, Convair F-106A Delta Dart
s/n 56-0464, made an unceremonial return to the base in a far
different condition than she was on the day of her last flight in
1964. The jets reappearance wasn’t a Twilight Zone episode
where the interceptor returned to McChord following an eerie
flight through a strange cloud, this chapter ended with the
Northwest Defender retuming to its former base ...... in pieces.

On August 4, 1964, 318th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron pilot
Captain Webb Hunter Huss, Jr. and his wingman left McChord on
what was thought to be a typical training mission, unfortunately
the end of the flight was far less than routine.

In the skies over the Washington Coast, Capt. Huss’s F-106
(#464) experienced a malfunction causing the interceptors
usually reliable Pratt & Whitney J75-P-17 engine to
“flameout”. After multiple attempts to restart the engine,
the 30 year old Captain was forced to eject from his
crippled fighter. Thankfully, Huss separated from the
aircraft without further incident, ultimately landing in Lake
Ozette and recovered by a nearby boater. Unfortunately
#464 was not as lucky. After Huss’s ejection the pilotless
interceptor sailed away eventually crashing into a remote
forest miles away from Huss.

The airplane, the 15th Delta Dart produced, entered the
F-106 weapons systems test fleet at Holloman AFB in 1958. At
the end of the testing program, #464 along with the other 34
early production aircraft from the F-106 Test Fleet {including
the Museums F-106) were upgraded to production standards
in a program named “Test to Tactical”.

In the “Test to Tactical” program, former F-106 test articles
were basically “dissected” with their forward fuselage
sections (from the radome to the rear of the missile bay)
removed and replaced with the structure, avionics and
systems common to latest production aircraft. All of these
aircraft would join their later production counterparts in
active Air Defense Command units.

On August 4, 1961, four months after its initial active
duty assignment with the 27th FIS Loring AFB, ME, #464
would find a new home at McChord AFB with the 325th
Fighter Wing's 318th Fighter interceptor Squadron.

Three years to the day of #464's arrival to McChord, ties to
its former base would be severed in a fireball in the middle of
a remote forest - until 2015. Components of the airplane were
uncovered during a tree survey by employees of Merrill and
Ring Timberlands Co. Over the next year, the Museum worked
with Merrill and Ring to find the proper time where members
of the museum could recover the wreckage.

On Sunday November 27, 2016 museum members
completed the last of two (very long) trips from McChord Field
to the Olympic Peninsula to recover pieces of the once proud
interceptor, with much of what was recovered (vertical
stabilizer, lower fuselage, and main landing gear) to become
one of the more interesting displays at the McChord Air
Museum in the not so distant future.

We at the McChord Air Museum would like to thank
Norm Schaaf, Kris Northcut and crew from Merrill and Ring
Timberlands for all of their help recovering the wreckage
of from this “Ultimate Interceptor”.

Please see page 4 for a story concerning discovery of F-106A 56-0464 from Air & Space / Smithsonian contributing editor Ed Darack.
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In a Remote Forest, Traces of a 50-Year-Old Mystery

In a formation takeoff from McChord AFB, F-106A 56-0464 rockets in the air on one of its last flights before being destroyed after its pilot ejected.

Last June (2015), 23-year-old Austin Lunn-Rhue set off
from Colorado to Washington State’s Olympic Peninsula,
bound for a job as a forester at a timber company. One of
his first tasks was to survey a stand of trees that was
scheduled to be cut down. The stand probably hadn’t
been harvested in 50 years. “We’d been hacking for hours
with machetes through really dense Himalayan blackberry
and salal,” he recalls. Then Lunn-Rhue and his forester
partner spotted something odd: “We saw some really
shiny pieces of aluminum. We thought that an old
harvester or old piece of logging equipment had blown
up, but none of those pieces of machinery are made out
of aluminum; they’re made out of heavy-duty steel.” They
also found some hydraulic fittings, which made even less
sense. “We were miles upon miles from any house or
even small town, deep in some of the densest forest in
the country, on private land where no one is allowed but
company employees....[and] many decades go by
between visits.” As they crested a hill, “There was this
perfectly straight object sticking out of the ground,” says
Lunn-Rhue. “In nature, you don’t see perfectly straight
lines, at least not at that scale. It looked like a sail.”

They could tell it was a piece of aircraft, possibly a
wing. The two found other parts of the aircraft, including
a piece of the engine, and wondered if there were
human remains in the wreckage. Lunn-Rhue carefully
marked the spot with his GPS and photographed the
debris. While examining the wreckage, he noticed a red
X on one side of the wing. “It was painted with a brush.
We never use brushes in the logging industry, we use a
form of spray paint. So it was someone outside of the
logging industry.” More than 50 years earlier, on the
morning of August 4, 1964, 30-year-old Air Force Captain
Webb Hunter Huss, Jr., of the 318th Fighter-Interceptor
Squadron, climbed into the cockpit of a Convair F-106A
Delta Dart for a mission with an unplanned ending.

The squadron, nicknamed “The Green Dragons,” was
based at McChord Field, just south of Tacoma,
Washington. The aircraft, serial number 56-0464, had
belonged to the 318th since August 1961, and never flew
any active combat missions.

The F-106, with its distinctive delta-shaped wing, was
known to pilots and crew as the “Six”. The last of a breed
of interceptors conceived and designed to interdict Soviet
“heavy” nuclear bombers, the Six could carry a variety of
air-to-air weapons systems, including the AIR-2 “Genie.”
Tipped with a 1.5 kiloton nuclear warhead, the now
retired Air Interceptor Rocket (AIR)is considered the
most powerful air-to-air weapon ever developed by the
United States. In the event of a nuclear war, the F-106
operator’s primary mission would have been to race
toward swarms of Soviet bombers inbound over the
North Pole toward the United States, launch the Genie
carried inside the F-106’s internal weapons bay, then
turn and race from the blast.

Captain Huss’s mission that morning in 1964 remains
unknown. He may have been scrambled toward a
formation of Soviet bombers straying too close to the
northwest coast of the United States, or it may been
something more routine. Just before noon, while headed
in a southeasterly direction—possibly back toward
McChord Field—in the vicinity of Lake Ozette and Neah
Bay on the Olympic Peninsula, a flameout spun-down
the engine of the F-106. Huss tried repeatedly to restart
it, to no avail. The pilot ejected, and his aircraft crashed
into thickly forested mountains just seconds later. A
boater on Lake Ozette witnessed the ejection and crash,
and sped toward Huss, who drifted beneath his
deployed parachute toward the water. The boater took
Huss to shore, and a helicopter from Paine Air Force
Base transported him to a hospital where doctors
treated him for minor head injuries.
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Lunn-Rhue returned to the site a few weeks after his
initial find to take more photographs and map the debris
field. “From the way the trees had been downed by the
craft, and the way new ones grew around those felled
trees, and based on the aircraft’s debris, | figured that it
hit travelling in a southeastward direction, at
approximately a heading of 130,” he says. Lunn-Rhue
and his forester partner then began pulling up the wing,
carefully peeling back carpets of mossy soil around it.
Rocking the large piece, they heard a hiss. “Thinking it
was fuel under pressure, we backed away. After 20
minutes it stopped. Turned out it was water that had
accumulated over the years, and somehow came under a
little pressure,” he says. The two were not in any danger;
the Air Force would have removed any live ordnance or
remaining fuel at the time of the crash. (Aircraft that
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Designed by 318th FIS F-106 pilot 1Lt. Gary Carroll, the “Compass Rose” or
“Starburst” tailflash was the first insignia applied to 318th FiS F-106’s shortly
after their arrival in mid 1960. In the center of the design is the Air Defense
Command shield, a squadron, or wing insignia was applied to the opposite side.

Because the aircraft slammed into a privately owned
forest—and possibly due to the nature of -106 missions
during that time—the incident has remained almost
completely unknown. As soon as Lunn-Rhue returned
from the foresting survey, he asked the company’s
president if he knew of a crashed airplane on the
property. His boss had never heard about any crash in
more than 30 years at the company, and no one else at
the business had either. Lunn-Rhue posted photographs
on his Facebook page, asking for help identifying the
aircraft. He found just one article about the crash, a
short piece in the Port Angeles Evening News, which
identified the airplane as an F-106 and noted that the
pilot had safely ejected.

After seeing Lunn-Rhue’s photographs on Facebook,
I asked for others, and he posted one showing a tail flash. A
website devoted to the 318th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron
{(www.318fis.com), includes a photograph of a -106 with
the same tail flash (they change over the years), which
identified the crashed -106 as belonging to that unit. An
F-106 site includes a brief overview of this specific aircraft’s
history, including its serial number and photographs of it
just a few months before crashing. Studying the
photographs, | found that the rivet patterns matched with
those in photographs of the vertical stabilizer of a -106.
I contacted the staff at the McChord Air Museum; they
now hope to add the fin to their collection.

F-106A s/n 56-0464 is pictured with her wing mates on the “Echo” ramp on
the South end of McChord AFB.

crashed before November 19, 1961 are considered
formally abandoned, Air Force Materiel Command
officials told me in an email, but aircraft that crashed
after that remain the property of the Air Force.)

Merrill and Ring Forrester Austin Lunn-Rhue stands next to the vertical stabilizer of
F-106A 56-0464.

Lunn-Rhue notes that once the upcoming harvest and
subsequent replant takes place, no one will have access
to that spot for roughly another 50 years. The lumber
company (unnamed in order to conceal the location of
the crash site) will do its best to work with the McChord
Air Museum to get the vertical stabilizer and other parts
out of the forest so the museum can preserve them,
reuniting at least part of the craft with its last home.

Lunn-Rhue’s discovery prompts further questions:
Where is the remainder of the aircraft? Buried? And
what was the mission? What about the strange red X?
It’s possible that a recovery team, there to remove any
weapons or classified material, painted the X. Or a
logging team may have put it there decades earlier to
mark the aircraft’s location.

Captain Huss died in 2004, at the age of 70. Whether or
not his F-106 was carrying nuclear weapons on that day in
August 1964 remains classified, but thanks to Lunn-Rhue,
we at least know where some of the aircraft ended up.
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